
”Mr. C” says … 
that the following books are good choices for your outside reading! 

All these titles are available here at the Media Center for your reading pleasure! 
 

Fiction 
Double Helix by Nancy Werlin 
Eighteen-year-old Eli discovers a shocking secret about his life and his family while working for a Nobel 
Prize-winning scientist whose specialty is genetic engineering. 
 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic 
fifteen-year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret 
information about his mother. 
 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in 
prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life 
has taken. 
 

A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly 
Sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer against the wishes of her father and 
boyfriend, takes a job at a hotel in 1906 where the death of a guest renews her determination to live her 
own life. 
 

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high 
school. 
 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an 
eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever. 
 

Troy by Adele Geras 
The last weeks of the Trojan War find the women sick of tending the wounded, men tired of fighting, and 
bored gods and goddesses trying to find ways to stir things up. 
 

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher 
Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a multiracial, adopted teenager, shuns organized sports and the 
gung-ho athletes at his high school until he agrees to form a swimming team and recruits some of the 
school's less popular students. 
 

Ironman by Chris Crutcher 
While training for a triathlon, seventeen-year-old Bo attends an anger management group at school which 
leads him to examine his relationship with his father. 



 
A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park 
Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge near a potters' village, and 
longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself. 
 

Cut by Patricia McCormick 
While confined to a mental hospital, thirteen-year-old Callie slowly comes to understand some of the 
reasons behind her self-mutilation, and gradually starts to get better. 
 

Shattering Glass by Gail Giles 
Rob, the charismatic leader of the senior class, provokes unexpected violence when he turns the school nerd 
into Prince Charming. 
 

Harris and Me by Gary Paulsen 
Sent to live with relatives on their farm because of his unhappy home life, an eleven-year-old city boy 
meets his distant cousin Harris and is given an introduction to a whole new world. 
 

The Silver Kiss by Annette Curtis Klause 
A mysterious teenage boy harboring a dark secret helps Zoë come to terms with her mother's terminal 
illness (vampire story). 
 

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen 
After his anger erupts into violence, fifteen year-old Cole, in order to avoid going to prison, agrees to 
participate in a sentencing alternative based on the Native American Circle Justice, and he is sent to a 
remote Alaskan Island where an encounter with a huge Spirit Bear changes his life. 
 

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes 
While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems they've written, 
revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to their formerly clueless classmates. 
 

Bone series by Jeff Smith (Comic book, not for outside reading, but good for pleasure reading!) 
The Bone cousins enter a mysterious valley full of wonderful and terrifying creatures. 
 
Nonfiction: 
In These Girls, Hope is a Muscle by Madeleine Blaise 
Chronicles one basketball season of a girls' high school team in Amherst, Massachusetts. 
 

Little Girls in Pretty Boxes by Joan Ryan 
Investigates the destructive side of women's elite competition in gymnastics and figure-skating, exposing 
such problems as eating disorders, stunted growth, and debilitating injuries.  Concludes that abusive coaches 
and intense pressure from parents are often to blame. 
 

Stiff  by Mary Roach 
Explores how human cadavers have been used throughout history, discussing how the use of dead bodies 
has benefited every aspect of human existence. 
 

Go Ask Alice by Beatrice Sparks 
Based on the diary of a fifteen-year-old drug user chronicling her struggle to escape the pull of the drug world. 
 

 


